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FROM HILDE, WITH LOVE Monday 29 September 2025 125 mins.

The Guardian’s film critic, Peter Bradshaw, really liked this film, giving it four stars. Liv Lisa
Fries gives an outstanding performance in this heart-wrenchingly powerful true story from
the German home front in the 2nd World War. She is a well-known actress in Germany but
not internationally, though some may have seen her in TV’s “Babylon Berlin”.

Fries plays anti-Nazi resistance activist (yes, there were many!) Hilde Coppi, a member of
a group which would later be called ‘Red October’. Hilde, a dental assistant in Berlin, falls
in love with Hans Coppi, a communist who is hiding a Soviet parachutist. She listens to
radio broadcasts from Radio Moscow, sends messages back via a hidden morse-code
transmitter and prints and distributes anti-Nazi leaflets and posters. While pregnant, she is
finally arrested and has to give birth in the prison hospital, surrendering her baby, Hans Jr.,
with a plea that her own mother looks after him. She is then executed.

Johannes Hege plays Hans. Lisa Wagner is the hard-faced prison warder Fraulein Kuhn,
who softens towards her wretched prisoner towards the end. What sense will we make of
the role of the prison’s visiting pastor, apparently soothing Hilde while, inscrutably, present
as the death sentence is pronounced, appearing ineffectual, even blandly complicit, in her
fate?

Another critic, Leslie Felpen, writing in The Hollywood Reporter, called this film “ top-draw
humanist cinema...[it] speaks, like its heroine, with a soft voice about the importance of
love, and the deep need to do something right, no matter how small, to defy corrupt,
monstrous regimes.” A message for our times? Hilde clearly did ‘no small thing’, but
possibly the greatest thing anyone can do: sacrificing her life.

Our next film: FOUR MOTHERS on Wednesday 15 October. This film is only 89 minutes long
and will be preceded by our AGM.
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