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Chelmsford Film Club

Film selection list for 2014/15 season

Please select 18 films you would like to be considered for next season (just use numbers if you wish). Return no later than 24 April via email to enquiries@chelmsford-filmclub.co.uk; or send to Peter Bunyan 3 Broome Close Billericay CM11 1SX.
Re-released Classics (6)

1.

Night of the Hunter  dir: Charles Laughton  1955  (USA)   93 mins

Robert Mitcham is a preaching paterfamilias from hell, and Laughton’s complex thriller thoroughly deserves the turnaround in its reputation over the years (P. Bradshaw – Guardian).

2.

The General  dir: Buster Keaton/Clyde Bruckman   1926   (USA)   75 mins

The pioneering genius of Keaton’s silent film looks even more startling than ever. With his athleticism, precision and comic timing, Keaton more or less invented the action movie (P.Bradshaw –Guardian)

3.

The Innocents  dir: Jack Clayton  1961   (UK)   100 mins

This sinister ghost story, adapted from a Henry James novella, makes your blood run cold! (PB – Guardian)

4.

La Belle et La Bete   dir: Jean Cocteau  1946   (France)   93 mins

Cocteau’s magical exploration of the fairytales is a compelling and bizarre masterpiece (PB – Guardian)

5.

Lift to the Scaffold   dir: Louis Malle   1958   (France)   93 mins

Malle’s brash debut, re-released, about a married woman who hatches a criminal plot, is a brilliant, preposterous slice of noir suspense (PB – Guardian)

6.

Rome, Open City  dir: Roberto Rosselini  1945  (Italy)  101 mins

Perhaps the most important, and first, of the Italian neo-realist films after the 2nd World War. A celebration of the indomitable spirit of working people under the Nazi occupation.

---------------------------------------------------------

7.

The Great Beauty dir: Paulo Sorrentino   2013  (Italy) 142 mins.
Jep Gambardella has seduced his way through the lavish nightlife of Rome for decades, but after his 65th birthday and a shock from the past, Jep looks past the nightclubs and parties to find a timeless landscape of absurd, exquisite beauty.

8.

Gloria  dir: Sebastien Lelio Chili   2013  ( Chile)  110 mins  
A story set in Santiago and centered on Gloria, a free-spirited older woman, and the realities of her whirlwind relationship with a former naval officer whom she meets out in the clubs.

9.

Lore dir: Cate Shortland (Australia) 109 mins
As the Allies sweep across Germany, Lore leads her siblings on a journey that exposes them to the truth of their parents' beliefs. An encounter with a mysterious refugee forces Lore to rely on a person she has always been taught to hate.

10.
La Rafle (The Round-up) dir: Rose Bosch  2010  (France/Belgium/Swizerland)  125 mins
A faithful retelling of the 1942 "Vel' d'Hiv Roundup", when Parisian Jews were rounded up by the Nazis, and French collaboratorsand the events surrounding it.

11.
Dallas Buyers Club dir: Jean- Marc Vallee   2013  (USA) 117 mins
In 1985 Dallas, electrician and hustler Ron Woodroof works around the system to help AIDS patients get the medication they need after he is himself diagnosed with the disease.

12.
The Past  dir: Ashgar Farhadi  2013 (Iran) 130 mins
A new dramatic mystery from Oscar-winning Iranian director Asghar Farhadi (A Separation).  An Iranian man deserts his French wife and two children to return to his homeland. Meanwhile, his wife starts up a new relationship, a reality her husband confronts upon his wife's request for a divorce.
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13.
Inside Llewyn Davis  dir: Ethan and Joel Coen (USA) 104 mins
The Coen brothers’ beguiling new film about a struggling folk singer in 1961. I explore the rarely discussed dilemma: when do artists cut their losses and abandon their careers?

Ethan and Joel Coen   2013   USA   104 mins

14.
Thérèse (Desqueyroux)  dir: Claude Miller (France) 2012  110 mins
An unhappily married woman – Thérèse Larroque (Audrey Tautou), the daughter of a wealthy pinery owner and radical-socialist politician, struggles to break free from social pressures.

15.
Blue Jasmine dir: Woody Allen  2013 (USA)  98 mins

A New York socialite, deeply troubled and in denial, arrives in San Francisco to impose upon her sister. She looks a million, but isn’t bringing money, peace, or love…

16.
Renoir dir: Gilles Bourdos  2012 (UK) 111 mins
Set on the French Riviera in the summer of 1915, Jean Renoir, son of the Impressionist painter, Pierre-Auguste, returns home to convalesce after being wounded in World War I. At his side is Andrée, a young woman who rejuvenates, enchants, and inspires both father and son.

17.
The Selfish Giant  dir: Clio Barnard 2013 (UK)  91 mins

A contemporary fable about two scrappy 13-year-old working-class friends in the UK who seek fortune by getting involved with a local scrap dealer and criminal, leading to tragic consequences.

18.
The Invisible Woman  dir: Ralph Fiennes  1013  (UK) 111 mins
At the height of his career, Charles Dickens meets a younger woman who becomes his secret lover until his death.

19.
Imposter  dir: Bart Layton  2012  (USA/UK )  99 mins

A documentary centred on a young Frenchman who claims to a grieving Texas family that he is their 16-year-old son, Nicholas who disappeared in 1994 aged 3.

20.
Black’s Game dir: Oskar Por Axelsson  2012 ( USA) 104 mins

After being reacquainted with a childhood friend Stebbi joins the drug trade world in order to pay off his debt. A gritty crime film based on true events. 

21.
Wadjda (2011) dir: Haifaa Al-Mansour 2012  (Iceland – Arabic language) 98 mins

Saudi Arabia’s first film directed by a woman. A Qur’an reading competition at school offers Wadjda the chance to buy a bike, causing deep anxiety for her mother. A funny, romantic story whose cutting political edge is always there, if hidden.

22.
Blue Is The Warmest Colour   dir: Abdellatif Kechiche  2013  (Belgium, Quebec City, France…)  187 mins

Adele is a young woman whose longings, ecstaisies and losses are charted across a span of several years. Lea is the older woman who becomes the love of her life.

23.
The Act of Killing dirs: Joshua Oppenheimer/Christine Cynn  2012   (Indonesia) 160 mins   

A documentary that has had a huge impact: winner of the Guardian’s first Film Award. Veterans of the Indonesian murder squads of the Suharto regime, still living under immunity from the law, re-visit their past crimes. A bizarre, ludicrous and frightening film.

24.
I Wish  dir: Hinokazu Kore-ed  2011 (Japan)  111 mins

Koichi and Ryu are children of divorced parents, forced to live apart but inspired by the legend of a ‘magic moment’.

25.
Django Unchained (2012) dir: Quentin Tarantino  (Canada/USA) 180 mins

A very stylized ‘spaghetti western’, primarily set in America’s pre-civil war South.

26.
Upstream Colour dir: Shane Caruth (USA) 96 mis

‘The Primer’ director’s long-awaited second feature, about parasites that absorb identity – freaky and strange. Attempts a colossal synch-up between the digital and cosmic worlds (P.Bradshaw – Guardian)

27.
Bastards (Les Salauds)  dir: Claire Denis  (France) 100 mins

Denis (’35 Shots of Rum’; ‘Beau Travail’) weaves a powerful web of intrigue, vice and menace in this mcabre thriller (P.Bradshaw – Guardian)

28.
Under the Skin  dir: Jonathan Glazer  2014  (Germany) 108 mins

A sexy space alien hunts men in Scotland in this extraordinary malarial dream…. (Xan Brooks – Guardian)

29.
Nebraska  dir: Alexander Payne  2013  (USA)  115 mins

Payne’s (‘Sideways’; ‘The Descendants’) bitter-sweet road movie finds Brude Dern in terrific form. Blending hard truths with a soft heart. (P. Bradshaw – Guardian)
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30.
Computer Chess  dir: Andrew Bujaski  2013  (USA ) 92 mins

As entertaining as it is quirky, a story of man and machine moves from audaciously dull to singularly freaky (P.Bradshaw – Guardian) Won a prize at last year’s Sundance Festival.

31.
Hannah Arendt   dir: Margherettha von Trotta   2013  (Germany/Israel/Lux/France)   113 mins

A film about Arendt in the early 60s writing her iconic report on the Eichman trial in Jerusalem.

32.
Ida   dir: Pawel Pawlikowski   2013   (Poland/Denmark)   80 mins

Odd-couple road movie set in 60s Poland about a nun and her magistrate aunt.

33.
Stray Dogs   dir: Ming-liang Tsai   2013   (France/Taiwan)   138 mins

A meditation on the way time flows through our lives, when seconds can stretch into hours, months swallowed by a single cut (Robbie Collin – Telegraph)

34.
Frances Ha   dir: Noah Baumback   2012   (USA)   86 mins

Greta Gerwig shines in an unsympathetic role about a young New Yorker struggling to find her identity. (PB – Guardian)

35.
A Touch of Sin   dir: Jia Zhang-ke   2013   (China)   113 mins

Ultraviolent attck on Chinese consumerism is a slap in the face from previously sedate Zhang-ke (PB – Guardian)

36.
Robot and Frank   dir: Jake Schreier   2011  (USA)   89 mins

A semi-retired burglar with a failing memory trains his robot butler to help with heists in this humane, engaging fantasy (PB – Guardian)

37.
Jeune et Jolie  dir: Francois Ozon   2013   (France)   95 mins

A tense, serious study of a 17 year-old girl’s sexual awakening: plays like ‘Belle de Jour’ without the subversion (PB – Guardian)

38.
Philomena  dir: Stephen Frears   2013   (UK/USA/France)   98 mins

Judy Dench as an Irish woman seeking learn about the fate of her baby. Steve Coogan as the journalist who helps her.

39.
Le Week-end   dir: Roger Mitchell   2013   (UK)   93 mins

Jim Broadbent and Lyndsay Duncan confront the state of their sagging marriage in Hanif Kureishi written drama.

40.
Neighbouring Sounds   dir: Kieber Mendonca Filho   2012   (Brazil)   131 mins

With undertones of slavery and suicide, this three-part film of life in upwardly mobile Brazil .. is a slow-burning thriller (PB-Guardian)

41.
Five Broken Cameras   dir: Guy Davidi/Emad Burnal   2011   (Rest of the World)     94 mins

Emad, a Palestinian villager, gets a camera to film his son growing up, but also chronicles the history of the Israeli/Palestinian conflict as it unfolds around him.

